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A Query refpetting the prophetic Imagery of the Book of 


Revelations. 


HE author of a late publication, entitled, “ Illuftra. 

tions of Prophecy,” in that part of his work where he 
treats of the “ ufes and obfcurity’’ of the prophetic wri- 
tings, thus obferves:: “‘ Symbolic language, the prime fource 
of prophetic obfcurity, was ufed, not only becaufe a degree 
of obfcurity was expedient, but becaufe it was a mode of 
communicating ideas particularly prevalent among mankind, 
and generally approved. This was efpecially the cafe in 
Judea and the eaft ; ‘and at the time when the Hebrew prophe- 
cies were promulgated, the model upon which the Apoca- 
lypfe was formed.” 

To fupport what he here advances, he has recourfe 
to feveral authors of celebrity. The following he cites 
from Bifhop Hurd: *“ What was more natural, than 
that a ftyle of expreflion which was employed in the theo- 
logy of the eaflern world, in its poetry, its philofophy, and 
all the fublimer forms of compofition; what wonder, I fay, 
that this cuftomary, this authorifed, this admired ‘ftrain of 
language, fhotld be that in which the facred writers con- 
veyed their higheft and moft unportant revelations to man- 
kind ?” 

The following is a quotation from Vitringa :—"" Symbotic 
figures, if they are conftru€ted with judgement and felicity 
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of adaptation, as truly thofe of the Apocaly pfe are moft beau. 
tiful, keep the mind of the reader in fufpenfe, and ferve as a 
ftimulant to his attention and curiofity.” 

The fubfequent extra& is taken from the difcourfes of the 
Bifhop of Worcefter:—‘* The prophetic ftyle was con- 
{truéted on the fymbolic principles of the hieroglyphics; 
which were not vague uncertain things, but fixed and con- 
ftant analogies, determinable in their own nature, or fromthe 
fteady ufe that was made of them; and a language formed 
from fuch principles may be reafonably interpreted upon 
them.” 

Again, he tranfcribes from the fame author,—‘ Very 
much of the Egyptian hierogly phics, on which, as we have 
feen, the prophetic ftyle was falhioned, may be learned from 
many ancient records and monuments ftill fubfifting.”’ 

In a note he has this obfervation of the fame writer :— 
“ The prophetic ftyle feems to be a {peaking hieroglyphic.” 

In all the preceding paflages, the Apocalypfe is, of all the 
prophetic writings, chiefly alluded to; the feeming import 
of which paflages occafions the following queftion: Were 
thofe prophetic images, which are delineated in the book of 
Revelation, imprefled or pigtured on the mind of St. Joha 
when he was inthe Spirit, as he terms it; or did he receive, 
when he was in that ftate, a /¢tera/ prediftion from the Holy 
Spirit of what important cvents would take place among 
mankind during the then remaining part of the world’s exil- 
tence, and after this facred communication, fymbolize thofe 
events himfelf with that variety of imagery which is fpread 
through his facred book, by copying or borrowing from the 
imagery of the Egyptian hiecroglyphics ? 

If thofe fymbolic figures, which are pourtrayed in and 
diffufed throughout the Apocalypfe, were really the objeéts 
of St. John’s vifion, then the Apocalypfe is nothing more 
than a fimple narration, a mere verbal portrait of the vifion, 
and not a compofition of prophetic emblems of the Apoftle’s 
own device or compilation. 


Midnel Farm, Winfham, Somer{fet, 
April 7, 1799. 





An ANECDOTE. 


HEN Lord Townfhend (fays the late Hon, H. Wal- 
pole) was Sceretary of State to George the Firft, 
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fome city dames came to vifit his lady, with whom ‘he was 
little acquainted. Meaning to be mighty civil, and re- 
turn their yifits, fhe afked one of them where fhe lived ? 
The other replied, near Aldermanbury. “‘ Oh,” cried Lady 
Townfhend, “ I hope the Alderman is well.” 





An Account of the principal Circumftances which attended 
the late Revolution at Naples. 


By J. MALLer pu Pan. 
(Continued from Page 316, and concluded.) 


UCH of their officers as had a fpark of honour remain. 

ing, and who were mixed with this republican fcum, ex- 
claim themfelves againft fuch enoimities ; they have had 
virtue enough to teflify the faéts in their correfpondencies, 
and to profefs their horror atthem. Deafened on all fides by 
the cry of death, they are in expeétation of hearing the 
alarm-be]! that-fhall roufe all Italy againft her oppreffors. 

The diforder of the army and the wretchednefs of the 
people are compleated by the moft deteftable civil adminif- 
tration : A multitude of rogues worthy of the halter, com- 
miflioners, receivers, calhiers, agents of every denomination, 
all independent, all without fubordination, running to 
fortune through all its channels, have been chofen, aug- 
mented, and {pread by the Direétory with ftudied complica- 
tion. Wherever they goall is left bare. An emulation in 
pillage exifts between thofe vultures and their Generals. 
The more they watte the more they find it needful to watte ; 
for they have deftroyed the return of things, and made 
defperate thofe by whom returns were effef&ted ; Unparalleled 
crimes are required to provide fubfiftence for an army led by 
fuch depredators. 

One may form an accurate notion of the fituation into 
which it is plunged, by the fyftem that for two months paft 
has been the government of this republic, juflly named 
Vefuvian. The fyftem is that of a prifon of malefaétors, 
and confilts of precaugons dittated by aterrible, general, 
and lafting confpiracy. By anorder of the 6thof February, 
which was executed the next day, Championnet enjoined his 
coadjutors and his troops to difplay in Naples all the meafures 
of terror, to go in columns with two pieces of artillery and 
twenty torches ready to be lighted, to fearch in that manner 
3C 2 all 
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all the houfes, take away all arms, and fend thofe who had 
them in their poffeffion to the Caftle of St. Elmo. It is by 
thefe amiable and fraternal meafures that republics are now 
founded: Championnet’s torches and cannon are the gar- 
lands of Neapolitan liberty. A nation this, very eager to 
blefs its reftorers, who infinuate the doétrine of its fo- 
vereignty with fo perfuafive a mildnefs ! 

Such an aét of military law is enough to fhow how the 
thermometer of the ftate of Naples ftands at prefent, and to 
what it is likely to rife. Infurreétions are announced in La 
Pouille and the Abruzzoes : They will break out wherever 
the country is left free by the removal of the French. Fit. 
teen thoufand men, to recruit the army of Naples, were fent 
in great hafte from the Modenefe and Mantuan territory, 
where, as foon as they were gone, the people rofe. The 
feeds of their commotions are not to be eradicated : A new 
war in Italy will fpread them ; nor can the omnipotence of 
the Direfiory keep them down, for they are generated by the 
prefence of their armies, by their wants and their outrages, 
by the wickednefs of their agents, and the neceflity of reign- 
ing by terror over nations by whom the French will be 
execrated for ages, 

The government is fo well apprized of it, that they have 
{carcely fent any agentto Italy whom they were not forced 
to recal: More than twenty removals took place in the end 
of February ; but where is the man with any fhare of 
uprightnefs, who would undertake fuch commiffions, who 
would encounter fo many guilty perfons, who would depend 
upon his authority to reprefs them ? How could he refit 
example and _neceflity ? Revolution and juftice, a French 
republic and moderation, are folecifms ? It was fuppofed 
that the hope of reftoring fubordination, of mitigating their 
robberies, and of fulpending the divifions exifting between 
the Generals and the civil agents, had promoted Scherer to 
the chief command in Italy. He quits the pepe He 
was formerly aid-de-camp to Marfhal Maillebois, under 
whom he contraéted manners different from thofe of your 
Championnets, Maffenas, and Angereaus. A rigorous ob- 
ferver of difcipline, im any other fituation he would have 
been able to reftore it; but his ¢ppointment more pat- 

ticularly proceeds trom the defire of removing him, as he is 
one of the candidates for the approaching vacancy in the 
Direftory moft favoured by the public opinion, and from the 
uwe in which he kept the majority of them. Q 
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On a view of this piéture of Italy, a Mithridates, at the 
head of a hundred thoufand men, would have very quickly 
conceived, and not lefs promptly executed, the deliverance 
of thofe nations, whofe limited infurreétions but increafe 
their diflreffes, while they atteft their impatience : But the 
advantages fecured to the Imperialifts by the difpofitions of 
the Italians are counter-balanced by the recolleétion of pat 
events and ferious difficulties. 

How at prefent diflodge armies that are fupported by a 
chain of fortified places from Nice to Mantua, which fkirt 
the bottoms of the Alps, and are defended by the combina- 
tion of four rivers? armies to which continual reinforce- 
ments may be now fent by the roads through Switzerland to 
Lombardy ! Could Polybius or Folard have fhown a more 
formidable pofition ? Is that famous frontier of brafs which 
covers France to be compared to it ? 

Certainly thefe topographical obftacles would not be in- 
furmountable with armies proportioned to them ; and cer- 
tainly too the French troops, feparated into fo many diflant 
divifions, and obliged to take care of all the points from Cont 
to Naples, would not, fo fpread, very eafily fuffice to reftrain 
the Italian nations, combat with the Imperialifts, and fecure 
the country behind them, if they had 200,000 men to meet; 
but their prefent number is equal to that of the Auitrians, or 
nearly fo ; levies of Ligurians, Cifalpines,, Lombards, and 
ten Piedmontefe regiments ferve under their colours. The 
nature and mixture of their foldiery, confounded in the ranks 
of their defpots, are of little importance : It required times, 
events, and men, likethofe which have generated one and 
the other, to form that inconceivable fight ot nations armed 
to maintain an ufurpation which deprives them of. all hope ; 
to fhow, under the tri-coloured ftandard, Niceans and 
Savoyards, in a manner confifcated 1n their country, or pro- 
{cribed like emigrants; Swifs efcaped from the maflacres of 
the 10th of Auguft and from the deftrudtion of their country ; 
Piedmontefe covered with wounds received in the defence of 
their fovereign, viétims affociated with executioners, and the 
affaffins taking into their pay the fons and countrymen of the 
affaffinated. 
“* ____— Te vedrai del tuo ferro cinta 
Pugnar col braccio di flraniere genta 
Per fervir fempri o vincitrice o vinta. 

Zupri. 


Thee 
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Thee fhall I fee thy {word for ftrangers wield, 
And leave the vanquifh’d for the viéior’s field. 


To what caufe can fo monftrous a phenomenon be owing, 
if not to the indifference with which, for eighteen months 
paft, the circle of invafions which facceflively abforb popula. 
tion, armies, provifions, and treafure, have been feen to 
extend ? Fifty thoufand of thofe auxiliaries, rage brooding 
at their hearts, will fight difperfed among the ranks of the 
French army ; On a fecond fuccefs they will have no delire 
to leave it, 





Narrative of a Voyage — the World, in the Years 
1785, 1786, 1787, and 1788, by 7. F. G. De La 
Peroufe ; publifhed confor mably to the Decree of the 
National Pry of the 22d of April, 1791, and 
edited by M. L. A. Millet-Mureau. 


(Continued from Page 309.) 
\ E have already mentioned the arrival of the Aftrolabe 
and Bouffole at Manilla. Of this place, M. Peroufe 
gives not only fome particulars, which are curious to the 
general reader, but much information particularly interefling 
to the views of a commercial nation. 

The city of Manilla, with its outfkirts, is very confidera- 
ble; its population ts eftimated at thirty-eight thoufand fouls, 
among which there are not more than a thoufand or twelve hun- 
dred Spamiards,the re{t are Mulattoes, Chinefe, or Indians, who 

cultivate all the arts, and carry on every f[pecies of indultry. 
The poore “ft of the Spanifh families have one or more car- 
riages : Iwo very fine horfes coft thirty piafters ; the board 
and wages of a coachman fix piafters amonth ; thus there is 
not any country where the expence of a coach is more ne- 
ceffary, and at the fame time lefs weighty. ‘The neighbour- 
hood of Manilla is delightful ; a beautiful river flows by 
r, branching into different channels, the two principal of 
which lead to that famous lagoon, or lake of Bahia, which 
1s feven leagues within the country, bordered by more than a 
hundred Indian villages, fituate in the midit of a highly tertile 
territory. 

Manilla, buitt upon the fhore of the bay which bears its 
name, and which is more than twenty-five leagues in cir- 
cumference, lies at the mouth of a river, which is navigable 
0 as 
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as far as the lake from which it derives its fource, and is 
perhaps the moft delightfully fituate of any city in the 
world. All the neceffaries of life are to be met with there 
in the greateft abundance, and at an excellent market, but 
the clothes, manufaétures, and furniture of Europe, bear an 
exceffive price. The want of emulation, prohibitions, and 
every fpecies of reftraint put upon commerce, render the 
produétions and merchandife of China and India at leaft as 
dear as in Europe; and this colony, notwithftanding its 
receipts from the cuftoms amount to near eight hundred 
thoufand piafters, ftill cofts Spain every year fifteen hundred 
thoufand livres, which are fent thither from Mexico. The 
immenfe poffeffions of the Spaniards in America have pre- 
vented the government from effentially applying its attention 
tothe Philippines ; they are ftill like the poffeflions of great 
lords, which remain uncultivated, and are yet capable of 
making the fortunes of many families. 

I fhall not be afraid to affert, that a very great nation, 
which fhould have no other colony than the Philippines, 
and which would eftablith the beft kind of government there 
that could be conftituted, might, without the leaft envy, 
behold allthe European fettlements in Africa and America. 

Thefe different iflands are peopled by three millions of 
inhabitants, and that of Luconia contains nearly a third of 
them. _Thefe people are, in my opinion, not at all inferior 
to Europeans: They cultivate the land with abundant fkill; 
are carpenters, joiners, blackf{miths, goldf{miths, weavers, 
mafons, &c. I have vifited their villages, and have found 
them affable, hofpitable, and honeft ; and though the 
Spaniards fpeak of, and even treat them with contempt, 
I have found that the vices, which they place to the account 
ef the Indians, ought in juftice to be attributed to the go- 
vernment they have eflablifhed among them. It ts well 
known, that the avidity of gold, and the fpirit of conqueft, 
with which the Portuguefe and Spaniards were animated 
during two centuries, caufed adventurers trom thefe nations 
to over-run the different feas and iflands of the two hemzf- 
pheres, in the fole hope of meeting with that valuable metal. 

Some ftreams, in which gold duit is found, and the neigh. 
bourhood of the Spice Hlands, without doubt were the 
temptations, which led tothe {ettlement of the Philippines ; 
but the produce has not been adequate to the hopes that were 
entertained of it. The enthufiafm ot religion fueceeded to 
the motives of avarice; great numbers of religious, of every 

order, were fent thither to preach up Chirifiianity, and fe 
abundant 
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abundant was the harveft, that thefe different iflands foon 
contained eight or nine hundred Chriftians. Had this zeat 
been enlightened by a little philofophy, the conquefts of the 
Spaniards could not have been more certainly cftablithed, 
than by the adoption of this fyftem, and the fettlement would 
have been produétive of the greateft utility to the metro. 
polis ; but while making them Chriftians, they forgot to 
render them citizens. The people were divided into 
parifhes, and fubjeéted to the moft trifling and extravagant 
practices ; every fin and every fault is ftill punifhed with 
whipping ; the non-attendance at prayers, or mafs, is noted 
down, and the punifhment is inflified on the men or women, 
by order of the curate, at the church door. The holidays, 
the religious focicties, and particular devotions, confume a 
great deal of their time, and as in hot climates the imagina- 
tion and feelings are more aétive than in thofe of moderate 
temperature, I have, during Paflion Week, feen matked 
penitents dragging chains in the ftreets, their waift and leg 
furrounded with a girdle of thorns, receiving, at every 
flation, in front of the church doors, or before the oratories, 
feveral ftrokes of difcipline, and fubmitting to as rigorous 
penances as thofe of the Indian faquirs. Thefe practices, 
much more calculated to make enthufiafts than to in{pire true 
devotion, have at prefent been forbidden by the Archbifhop 
of Manilla, but it is certain, that fome confeflors, if they do 
not command, at leaft continue to recommend them. 

Thefe people, who are already idle from the influence of 
the climate, and the {mall number of their wants, united to 
the impoflibility of difpofing of the fruits of the earth to 
any degree of advantage, which compenfates the labour of it, 
are but too eafily perfuaded, by monaflic inftitutions which 
enervate the mind, that the prefent life is no more than a 
pilgrimage, and that the goods of this world are mere un- 
profitablenefs ; thus, when all the inhabitants are furnithed 
with the quantity of rice, fugar, and pulfe, which is neceflary 
for their fubfiftence, the refit becomes of no value. Under 
thefe circumftances, fugar has been known to be fold for lefs 
than a halfpenny a pound, and rice to remain upon the 
ground without being cut. It would,-I think, be difficult for 
the moft unenlightened fociety, to conceive a more abfurd 
fyitem of government, than that which has direéted thefe 
colonies for upward of two centuries. 

The port of Manilla, which ought to be open and free to 
all nations, has even within a few years been fhut againft 
Europeans, and only opento fome Moors, Americans, oF 
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Portuguefe of Goa. The Governor is entrufted with the 
moft defpotic authority. The judges of the courts, who 
ought to moderate it, are deftitute of power when oppofed to 
the will of the reprefentative of the Spanifh government; 
he can in reality, if not of right, receive or confifcate the 
merchandife of ftrangers whom the hopes of advantage had 
drawn to Manilla, and who would not run the rifks of 
coming there but from the likelihood of very great profits, 
which is in fa& attended withthe moft ruinous confequences 
tothe confumers. There is not the fmalleft particle of 
liberty there; monks and inquifitors direé& the confciences 
of the people ; fpies overlook all temporal concerns, and 
the governor the moft innocent aftions. A converfation, or 
a walk into the interior of the ifland, are within the pale of 
his jurifdi€tion and authority ; in a word, the fineft and moft 
delightful country in the world is certainly the haft thata 
man who loves liberty would with to inhabit. 

I faw at Manilla that honeft and virtuous governor of the 
Mariannes, M. Tobias, too celebrated for his own repofe by 
the praifes of the Abbé Raynal. I have feen him perfecuted 
by monks, who alienated the affef&tions of his wife, by re- 
prefenting him asareprobate hypocrite; fhe inftituted a fuit 
of divorce againft him, and demanded a feparation, on pre- 
tence of not being obliged to live with an impious man, a 
refolution that was highly applauded by all the fanatics. 
M. Tobias is lieutenant-colonel of the regiment which 
forms the garrifon of Manilla; he is acknowledged to be 
the beft officer in the country ; the governor has neverthe. 
lefs ordered, that his appointments, which are very con. 
fiderable, fhould be left in poffeffion of his pious wife, and 
that he fhould receive no more than twenty-fix piafters a 
month for the fubfiftence of himfelf and fons. This brave 
foldier, reduced to defpair, was waiting for an opportunity 
of efcaping from this colony to go and demand juftice. 
There is a very wife law, which ought to moderate this exe 
ceffive authority, but it is unfortunately without any effe& ; 
by this law every citizen is empowered to profecute the late 
governor before his fucceffor, but this latter is interefted in 
excufing every thing which may be argued as a reproach on 
his predeceffor, and the citizen who is fo rafh as to prefer his 
complaints, is only expofed to new and much greater 
vexations. 

The moft galling diftin@tions are cflablifhed and maintained 
with the hartheft feverity. The number of horfes harneffed 
to carriages is fixed for eyery rank of perfons; thofe which 

Vor. XXXII, 3 D have 
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lave the greateft number take precedence, and the fingle 
caprice of an oidor may detain in a line behind his carriage 
all thofe who have the misfortune to be travelling the fame 
road. So many vices in this government, and fo many 
vexations refulting from it, haye not, however,; entirely de. 
ftroyed the advantages of the climate; the peafants ftill 
difplav an air of happinefs, which is not generally to be ob. 
fe:ved in our Siusosem villages ; their houfes, -fhaded by 
fruit trees which grow without cultivation, are peculiarly 
nect. The tax which every head of a family pays is very 
moderate, it 1s limited to five reals anda half, including in it 
the rights of the church, which the nation gathers; all the 
bifhops, canons, and prieits are paid by government, but they 
have eff blithed voluntary perquifites, which amply com. 
penfate the fmallnefs of their ftipends. 
Within a few years a terrible fcourge has arifen, - which 
threatens to deftroy their remainder of happinefs ; this isthe 
tax upon apres? the paflion of thefe people for the {moke 
of this narcotic 1s fo exceflive, that there 1s not a moment in 
the d ay in. which a man or, woman is without a fegar* in the 
mouth ; even children {carcely out of the cradle contract 
the habit. The tobacco in the ifland of Luconia is the bef 
i { ey ery ye cultivates it round his houfe for his own 
fumption, and the few foreign veflels, which have per~ 





miffion to land at Sieaitin tran{port it into every part of 


A prolib: itory law has lately been proclaimed; the tobacco 
of every individual has been torced from him, and the cul- 
tivation of it otadiued to particular diflriéts, where it 18 
raifed for the benefit of government. The price has been 
fixed at half a piafter the pound; and although the con- 
fumption of it is very much diminifhed, the pay of a day- 
labourer 1s not futhcient to procure for his family the tobacco 


which is every day confumed in it. All the imbabitants 


Be eneral ly agree, that a tax of two piallres, added to the ca- 
pitation of thofe that | oes contributed, would have brought 
init tie revenue a fume jual tu th at of thie fale otf tobacco, 


a 1d would not have eccafioned the diforders of which this 
has been productive, Infurrections have threatened every 
he ifland ; troops have beeu employed to fupprels 


‘ 1 
an army ol cuflom-houfe officers is kept on foot to 


¢ 
I 


prevent [{muggling, and to compel the confumers to ap ply for 
it 


* Aroll which is made of the leaf of tobacco, and which they 


fmoke inftead of a pipe.—( French Euitor.) 
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it to the national officers; feveral have been maffacred, but 
the tribunals have inflited {peedy vengeance for their deaths, 
pafling judgment and fentence on the Indians with much 
fewer formalities than on other citizens. There ftill remains 
a leaven to which the moft trifling fermentation might give 
a formidable attivity, and there can be no doubt, that an 
enemy having a defign of conqueft, would find, the moment 
they fet foot on the ifland, and brought them weapons to make 
ufe of, an army of Indians ready to a&t under their orders. 
The piéture which might be drawn of the ftate of Manilla, 
ina few years time, would be very different from that of its 
prefent ftate, if the Spanifh government would adopt a better 
conftitution for the Philippines. The land is equal to the 
raifing of the moft valuable produ&tions; nine hundred 
thoufand individuals of both fexes, in the ifland of Luconia, 
might be encouraged to cultivate it; the climate will allow 
the produce of ten crops of filk ina year, whilethat of 
China gives but a faint promife of two. 


(To be continued.) ; 
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Tse HISTORY or SOPHIA MERTON. 
(Continued from Page 313.) 
THE RECANTATION RETRACTED. 


Well, thou fhalt fee ; thy eyes hall be thy judge, 
« The difference ’twixt thy portrait and Sophia.” 


( N one of the nights of the weekly affembly, which my 

ward now attended, the firft objeét which met her view, 
on entering the room, was Colonel Benfon; her friend Lucy 
Vernon was not with her, having left Mellford for a fhort 
time ona vilit toa relation, but Sophiaaccompanied a lady of 
the name of Saxby, an intimate acquaintance of both the 
friends. My ward this evening locked remarkably well, and 
her drefs was fafhionable, proper, and to her extremely be- 
coming: It confifted of blue filk, trimmed with white tif- 
fany, and a white girdle faftened with a gold buckle; her 
head-drefs was a black Spanith hat, looped up on the left fide 
with a large rofe of black ribbon, and covered with a plume 
of black feathers, waving gracefully over her hair, which was 

3 D2 powdered, 
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owdered, and very well drefled; a tiffany handkerchief 

aded her bofom, and her neck and arms were ornamented 
with black velvet.—Auri trembled for Sophia, on her thus 
abruptly meeting a man whofe ftrange behaviour had fo 
meet wounded her feelings; but with pleafure he beheld 
the dignified compofure with which fhe faw the Colonel ap- 
proach, and that not one feature of her face altered its ex- 
preflion. 

When Benfon faw this young lady enter the room, and in 
her looks, drefs, and whole appearance, convi€ting his criti- 
¢ifms of falfehood ; and at the fame time by the calm and 
dignified expreffion with which her behaviour was marked, 
convincing him that fhe was fuperior to, and unmoved by 
either his former flattery or late recantation; even this man, 
with all his affurance, looked q little confcious of having 
aéted in an unjuftifiable manner ; and he alfo wore a greater 
air of ferioufnefs and refpeé&t, when addrefling her, than was 
ufual with him. He furveyed Sophia’s face, figure, and 
drefs, with the moft fcrutinizing eyes ; and after fome gene. 
ral converfation, (would you believe it, my fair pupils ?) 
complimented her very highly on her looks and appearance 
that evening; and had even the affurance to fay fomething 
about the wonderful alteration he perceived in her, “ the 
aftonifhing alteration,” and how infinitely better fhe looked 
than fhe had done: There were alfo fome hints given of her 
appearing in better fpirits; and in order to conclude in a 
ftyle worthy of himfelf, Benfon afked Sophia, “ To what 
fo aftonifhing an alteration could be owing?” This was 
really carrying the matter as far as it would go; but my 
ward ftill continued perfeétly compofed, and with the utmoft 
calmnefs, anfwered, “‘ To better health,and my own confide. 
ration.” The Colonel, after again exprelfling his wonder, and 
tepeating feveral compliments on her general appearance, 
dropped the converfation on that topic, as Sophia was rather 
referved, and gave him but little encouragement to proceed, 

The Colonel foon after went up to a young officer who 
was prefent, and who could only be faid to be prefent; for 
being one of the firft rank of the fupercilious, he feemed to 
have come to the affembly not to amufe and be amufed, but 
to fhew his fovereign contempt for the company, and for 
whatever was going on there; he might even have been de- 
nominated a monk of the order of fupercilioufnefs, fo en- 
tirgly was he devoted tothe new fchool. With the con- 
fancy of a martyr this young man came inte public. in 
escer 
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order to practife apathy and fe!f-denial, to appear uncom. 
fortable, and as far as was in his power to make other people 
seally fo. As there are bui two fets of women to whom 
monks of this order ufually pay any attention, and as no 
individual of either of thefe fers were prefent, he took not 
the {malleft notice of the ladies, but was {tunding in a carelefs 
manner near one of the card-tables, with bis eyes fixed on 


vacancy, and, if he did now and then throw a giance round 
the room, it-was with a look of ineffable contempt. To this 
fevere monk the Colonel addreffed fométhing i: «a !ow voice, 
at the fame time looking at Sophia with a very animated ex. 
preffion in his countenance ; what he faid feemed to be ree 
markable, for it had the effet of inducing the monk to turn 
half round, and fixing his eyes on Sophia with a vacant fare, 
he apparently gave a kind of unwilling affent to what the 
Colonel had obferved, and then relapfed into his former fate 
of contemplation. 

It is fomewhat remarkable, that religious of this order 
fhould always chufe to perform their aufterities in public, 
although fociety in general would doubtlefs be much better 
pleafed if their facrifices on the altar of pride were pers 
formed in the gloom of their own cells. It is, however, 
certain, that no men living have a greater horror of folitude 
than thefe monks. 

Probably fome of my fair pupils may he ignorant which 
are the two fets of women, who, the fylph has yuft obferved, 
monopolize the whole attention of the monks of the order of 
fupercilioufnefs. The firft fet confifts of ladies who, from 
their high rank, or other adventitious circumftances, add te 
the confequence of the individual monks by accepting their 
homage ; when in company with thefe they frequently for. 
get al] their aufterities, and become even remarkably atten. 
tive. The other fet of women who artratt their notice, are 
of a very oppofite defcription ; women without reputation 
or delicacy, to whom any thing may be faid, and with whom 
no reftraints are neceflary ; for monks of this order are not 
unfrequently very coarfe libertines. 

But let us return to the Colonel.~—He continued to pay 
particular attention to Sophia throughout the evening, and 
his manner evinced much greater refpeé than is ufually per- 
ceivable in men of his chara&ter; his looks at intervals were 
fill ex preffive of a paflionate wildnefs, but it was evident that 
Sophia was greatly raifed in his opinion, even in fpite of 
himfelf, by her behaviour this evening. Benfon foon after 
quitted 
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quitted Mellford on his marriage with Mifs Durfley, and his 
regiment was fhortly ordered toa diftant county. 

Great was the joy of Auri on the termination of this 
affair, and at the dignity with which Sophia condué&ed her. 
felf in its very trying conclufion; her behaviour at the af. 
fembly being fuch as.merited the higheft approbation from her 
guardian genius. 

Emma Dauriley became the wife, the wretched wife, of 
Colonel Benfon; her beauty was foon faded, and her fpirits 
and health deftroyed by care and unhappinefs, and by regret 
for her erroneous choice. After an union of fome years, 
death came to her relief, and her diffolution was attended 
by fome accidental circumftances of peculiar melancholy. 
Sophia, who was then fettled in a county diflant from Mell- 
ford, and all the fcenes of this hiftory, was feated with a 
Jarge company at the hofpitable table of a widow of high 
rank, at whofe houfe fhe was paying a vifit. A lady who 
had known Mrs. Benfon when beautiful and happy, fpoke 
of her recent and melancholy death, and commented with 
pity onthe wretchednefs of her fituation as a wife; every 
body prefent lamented fuch a haplefs lot, and gave a figh ‘to 
her memory. 

The converfation ftruck a cold chill to the heart of So. 
phia. “ Ah! Emma Durfley, perhaps you was my vic- 
tim, perhaps your fate would have been mine,” whifpered 
her heart. “ Would to. Heaven, after you had detached 
Benfon from me, that you had feen your error ; that you had 
made ufe of your judgement and experience in life, and ef- 
caped together with myfelf.” 

Sophia was much agitated; and as foon as the ladies re- 
tired to the drawing-room, went to her chamber, and there 
returned thanks to Providence for her ef[cape, and bemoaned 
in fecret the deftiny of the fair Emma with tears of un- 
feigned fenfibility. ‘ 

The cares of Auri over Sophia had long ceafed, but the 
grave Zerubal, then’ her guardian fy!ph; communicated to 
him this incident, at the requeft of the rofy chief of the le- 
gion of fpring, who Knew with what anxiety Auri had 
watched over the mind of the interefting Sophia Merton. 

Pardon, my fair pupils, this digreffion, which the faithful 
fylph hopes will not be totally uninftru€tive to you,—Let 
us now return to the fcenes of Mellford. 


(To be continued.) 
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Obfervations on the Manners and Charafter of the Welch, 


HE paths of education, that lead to refinement of man- 

ners, are now become gencrally extended through 
every divifion of our -ifland.. Hence it appears, that from 
the introduétion of Englifh {chools into the principality of 
Wales, the natives have gradually become more and more 
courteous, and, in many inftances, difcover no inferiority as 
to mental. endowments or cultivated manners with their 
neighboursthe Englifh. 

As it hitherto has been the lot of a great portion of man- 
kind to be deprived of fuch advantages, it may, inevery ftate 
and nation, account forthe very gradual progrefs in civilized 
manners, and the prejudices ever attendant on ignorance: 
I: fhould therefore always be the practice of every one who 
may cither travel for pleafure or ufeful inquiry, to make 
thofe allowances for the cuftoms and manners. of a. people 
which inthe nature of things is reafonably their due. f 

Where the mind has long been left deftitute of culture, it 
will. account for a belief fo generally retained in fpells, 
omens, witches, ghofts, &c. throughout Wales; nor i$ 
fimilar credulity by any means uncommon in many parts of 
our own country, even at this day, as may abundantly be 
feen in Mr. Brand’s Popular Antiquities. 

The fiagular‘fociability of the Welch chara&er is indif- 
putable ; their attachment to the harp is well known, and an 
unrivalled eagernefs for the dance. The latter amufement 
we were informed prevails even on the fabbath, after che 
fervice of the church is over. 

A temper naturally haity, a high national {pirit, and a hardy 
temperament of frame, are friking traits in the charaéter of 
Cambrians.— From a fingle difagreement in a convivial! party, 
we have known the whole room become one {cene of con- 
fufion ; each has challenged his fellow, and abattle royal has 
enfued. But the Welch do not cherifh refentment. Ina 

few minutes the dance has fucceeded, and general harmony 
been re eftored. 
© Such are the fons of Cambria’s ancient race, 
A race that check’d victorious Cafar, aw’d 
Imperial Rome, and fore’d mankind to own 
Superior virtues Britons only knew, 


‘ ; . ) ’ 
* Or only prattis’d; for they nobly aoe d 
vi iB Oo fry ¢ oppre flion, and where freedom fine ds 
tte aid ei 4] 
H invok’d, there will the goddeis fly. 
Rott. 


Hofpitality.”” 
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* Hofpitality,” fays a late ingenious tourift, “* that affecs 
tion which may take root in every nation, but which retreats 
in general from the feats of opulence and luxury, is pe. 
euliarly adapted to the difpofition of the Welch; and 
wherever an opportunity has occurred, I have often 
witneffed its fafcinating influence. This ever-blooming 
flower frequently adorns thofe rugged tracks which feem 
almoft impervious to the haunts of men; in the moft dreary 
wilds it charms the-wearied fenfes of the traveller, and it 
flourifhes eminently in the remoteft vallies of Cambria.” 

Wales, with regard toits natural wildnefs and romantic 
beauty. for fertile vales and towering mountains, may fairly 
vie with any other country ; whilft her grateful rivers, ever 
varying as they flow, prefent a countlefs fucceffion of 
beauties—The meandering Dee, with Conway and the 
Dovey, in North Wales, are no inconfiderabJe rivals to the 
Towey,the Wye, and the Ufk, inthe South. The majeftic 
beauties of the Rhydol and the Tivy may challenge compe. 
fition with the Mawdoe or the Clydd. 

The heights of the mountains in the north have certainly 
the pre-eminence over the fouth. Snowdon and Cader Idris 
will ever ftand as monuments of fome great convulfions of 
nature, and remain a ftupendous fpeétacle, to awe and fur- 
prife the traveller. 

In the fouth cultivation takes the lead of the north, as 
well as in population ; thoughthe difference inthe number 
of the towns and villages is not very great. Thofe of North 
Wales have, within thefe few years, been greatly improved, 
from their free intercourfe with Ireland ; and the roads in 
every part are wonderfully improved. 

Comparing the beauty of the vales together in the two dif- 
tri€ts, the fuperiority muft be given to the north fo long as 
€lydd and Fettiniog remain. 

On the fuperior dignity of their caftles and abbeys it is 
hard to decide. Ragland, Tintern, Llantony, and the frag- 
ments of Caerphily,are all objects of proud diftin€tion; ne- 
verthelefs, when we behold the pi€turefque and foaring towers 
of Caernarvon, Harlech, and Conway, with the fober but 
venerable Valle Crucis Abbey, our preference becomes fuf- 
pended, and we fcarcely know to which the palm fhould be 
affigned, or from which we have received the greateft portion 
of furprife and delight. 


© On 
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On CREDULITY. 


[' is not. furprifing to find credulity often the lot of the 
greatcft men, perhaps more often than thofe of .an infe- 
rior caft. The man who has feen or read much, has feen or 
read much that is wonderful. ‘The more he knows, the more 
he is fenfible of his own comparative ignorance, when his 
knowledge is compared with the vaft extent of things. 
Hence, when told any thing not impoflible, or involving a 
contradi€tion by a grave and ferious witnefs, he is apt to be- 
lieve it, when aman of lefs information would ditbelieve it, 
whether it was true or falfe, merely becaufe it was: wonder- 
ful. Hence it is that no men are better fubje&s than the 
learned for that fpecies of wit, in fome periods called hum- 
bug, in others quizzing, but which a pleafant writer has bet- 
ter defcribed by a periphrafis.. “ A-quizzer,” faid he, “‘ is 
a man w ho thinks me a fool, becaufe I do not think him a 
liar.”’ 





An ANECDOTE. 


Gentleman in London obferving an old difabled foldiex 
on the oppolite fide of the flreet to where he refides, re- 
folved to fee what. defcription of perfons gave him charity 
and obferved, that they were principally of the middling 
and lower order. One CORON foldier paffed by, but re- 
turning, afked the mendicant a queftion or two, and — 
gave him fomething. The gentleman being much pleafe: 
with fo fincere an att of benevolence, fenf a fervant after hina 
with a fhilling, of which he requefted his acceptance. His 
anfwer to the fervant fhewed great liberality of [pirit, and 
does great credit to the humanity of the Britifh foldiery.— 
* I thank your’ mafier (fays he), for, his attention; and you 
may tell bim, that when I had but fix-pence a day, lL ufed to 
give half-pence to the poor; and now when, thank God, I 
have a fhilling, I give them a penny with pleafure.” 





Anfwer, by W.-Bickham, Jun. of Afiburton, to 1¥.fToare’s 


Enema. tal reed February 11, 


J FANCY ’s airy pinions I, 
"The worl ¥ above furvey ; 
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And earth revolving round her {phere, 
IlJum’d by folar ray. 
+*t We have received the like anfwer from J. Gidiey, 
jun. of Dean Prior; T. Whicker, of Exeter; and Paul 
Ninnis, of St. Auftell. 





Anfwer, by T. Jarvis, of Malborough, to W. Bickham’s 
Charade, inferted February 11, 
HEN flowery {pring invites you forth 
To trip the vales along, 
Obferwe the foftering mother BIRD 


Supply her callow young. 


But ah! if tothe CAGE they’re brought, 
How foon they pine and die! 
While thofe at freedom tune their throats, 
And fing melodioufly. 
+*+ We have received the like anfwer from J. A. N. 
J. Gidley, and W. Hoare, jun. of Dean Prior; P. Ninnis, 
of St. Auftell; T. Whicker, of Exeter; G. Hazel, of St. 
German's fchool; W. A. Williams, of Falmouth; R. Maf- 
fett, of Cargreen; W. Glaffon, jun. of Crowan; and 
Serjeant Afh, of the Exminfter Voluntéers. 





A QUESTION, by W. Youlden, Fun. of Bridefowe. 


UPPOSE a crown weighing 100jbs. to be made of gold, 
filver, brafs, and copper, and mixed in fuch proportion 

that the joint weight of the gold and filver be equal to dou- 
ble that of the brafs and copper, that of the gold and brafs 
equal to treble that of the filver and copper, and that of the 
gold and copper equal to that of the filver and brafs.— 
What quantity of each of thefe four metals muft be taken? 


"a 8 Pe "eo, out, ff 
<2 tye 
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} KX 64.46. 6.6 64 0 O&O & 4 x pe ee © OXKOS 
Mr, Jacob, of Tregony,is requefled to fend the an- 
fwer to the queftion fent by himrefpedting the Indefatigable, 
drawn up as concrfely as poffible, and it will then appear as 
foon as convenient after rt comes to hand, 
*+* Poflage of letters mut be paid; and no borrowed 
articles will be noticed, 
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The BRAR and the LIONS.~<4 Faare. 


“* Now let the ftricken deer go weep, 
** The herd unhart go play.” 


SHAKESPEARE, 


NTRINSIC worth but few commend, 

Tis wealth alone can gain a friend. 
A lion fick, and full of years, — 
Refolv'd to fettle his affairs, 
Socall’d the bear, then rais’d his head, 
And to his thaggy neighbour faid: 
*¢ T now have but fhort time to live, 
** Hear then the charge to thee I give: 
‘* Take my young daughter to thy care, 
Nor thy acute attention {pare ; 
See that no ills affauit her youth, 
Inftruct her in the ways of truth; 
‘s With virtues flore her noble mind, 
** (Peculiar to the lion kind ;) 
** Let noble deeds declare her birth, 
«© So fhall her fame refle& thy worth. 
Thefe {pacious woods to her I leave : 
** Beware, and not my truft deceive. 
** "Bove all, ‘gainft av’rice fteel her breaft, 
** To the juft gods I leave the rett.”” 
Thus fpake the monarch, bow’d his head, 
And mingled with the filent dead, 


‘ 
ee 
ee 


Soon was the folemn charge forgot, 
(Such is the orphan’s common lot!) 
Her father’s precepts difrefpected ; 
Herfelf and welfare quite neglected. 
Yet nat’ral goodnefs iway’d her heart, 
Refin’d by no inftructive art. 
Acrofs the grove a lion came, 
They met and caught a mutual flame ; 
She lov’d his worth, he her’s no lefs, 
(And mutual love makes happinefs.) 
He would her wed, her will was granted, 
The bear’s confent was all they wantede 
His fuit preferr’d, the bear refus’d, 
Vas ever goodneis fo abus’d t 
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How bafe an avaricious fpiric ! 

How blind to each intrinfic merit! 
The bear his innate worth defpis’d, 
External worth was all he priz’d ; 
And this the lion could not boaft, 
No woods were his, ner defert coaft. 
In vain the orphan pleads her right, 
Compeli’d to yield to Bruin’s might. 


The lion then, with fwelliag breaft, 
Severely thus his foe addrefs’d : 
** O fordid wretch!’ O more than bafe ! 
** Mak fortune’s faults be my difgrace? 
** But fo they are, and plain | fee, 
** Moft human guardians rule like thee.” 
GAIUS. 


Wells, March 27, 1799+ 





For the Weex.t¥ ENTERTAINER. 


A Glee, performed at Exeter, at @ Concert for the Benefit of 
the Widows and at of thofe brave Men who fellin 


the glorious Battle of the, Nite, written by a Clergyman. 





4 ~ fight is o’er—the battle won! 
See conqueft crowns Britannia’s bands ! 
Her {plendid arms triumphant fhone, 
The wonder of furrounding lands. 
Cuorus.—The gods propitious thus decree 
To crown her emprefs of the fea. 


Nelfon, St. Vinceot, Duntan, Howe, 
Immortal names! to Britons dear : 
Onpr galiant failor:, led by you, 
Proclaim at once that vittory’s near. 
Cuorvs.—The gods propitious thus decree, 
Britannia, emprefs of the fea. 
And while diftinguifh’d thus in arms, 
The milder paffions fieérih here, 
See beauty comes with all her charms 
To heal the wound, and wipe the tear. 
CHorus.— Thus arms and beauty doth decree, 
Britannia, emprefs of the fea. 


See gentle pity gracefal move, 
he widow’s grief prepar’d to fhare; 
To pour che balm of human love, 
And footh the ravages of war 
Cuorvus.—Thus arms and beauty tha'l decree, 
Britannia, emprefs of the ica. 
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